Life and Letters

from the throne " my relations with foreign
Powers continue to be friendly.53 The thing
should be rewritten, we are told ; we should
have a more competently written poem as
our Anthem, and one that should embody,
not the passions of 1719, but the loftiest
aspirations of 1919. From time to time, there-
fore, new versions appear. The latest was
sung the other day " under official auspices."
The author of the new verses kept his name
dark, and when he heard what people said
about them he must have congratulated him-
self upon his reticence.

Certainly his effort was very feeble. But I
do not think those newspaper critics who
demand that the Poet Laureate, or Mr. Kipling,
or Mr. Smith should produce us a fine new
anthem quite understand the difficulty of the
task. We may waive the general difficulty
of doing things to order, and admit that a
great many people have written, deliberately
and in response to a demand, ceremonial verses
perfectly adapted to their purpose. But any
National Anthem must be a peculiar thing,
and our own presents special difficulties, which
we will come to later.

The first thing to be observed is that your
words must be singable, and the second is
that they must be capable of being understood
by, and sympathetically sung by, the whole
population. The author is not to express his
purely personal sentiments, nor the feelings or
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